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MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING SCANNER 

1199. Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Health: 
(1) Will the minister confirm that moneys from the sale of AlintaGas were set aside by the previous 

Government to purchase an MRI scanner for Fremantle Hospital? 

(2) If so, will the minister specify the amount and inform the Parliament where that money is being held? 

(3) Will the minister inform the Parliament of the cost to the hospital or the Government of an MRI scanner 
for in-patients? 

(4) Will the minister confirm whether the Medicare licence can be accessed by hospitals or patients for 
procedures done on in-patients? 

(5) Fremantle Hospital is the paediatric, obstetric and gynaecological referral centre for residents living 
south of the river, from as far away as Busselton.  Some 7 000 children are referred to Fremantle 
Hospital each year.  As such, can the minister inform the Parliament of the estimated cost of installing 
MRI scanners in both Fremantle Hospital and Princess Margaret Hospital for Children? 

(6) Will the minister give the Parliament an estimated cost of operating MRI scanners in Fremantle and 
Princess Margaret Hospitals without a Medicare licence?  

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Money is included in the Department of Health’s capital works program for an MRI scanner at 
Fremantle Hospital.  

(2) The amount held is $2 million.  Funding for this purpose is held within the Department of Health’s 
capital works allocation. 

(3) The capital cost of an MRI scanner ranges from $1.5 million to $3 million, depending on its power.  In 
addition to the purchase cost, costs will probably be incurred during the installation of the scanners to 
reinforce floors and provide radiation shielding.  The basic recurrent operating cost of an MRI scanner 
has been estimated at around $400 000 a year.  In addition, there will be a cost for each scan provided.  
It is estimated that only 20 per cent of MRI services would be provided to in-patients at Fremantle 
Hospital.  Accordingly, if only in-patient MRI services were provided at the hospital, the fixed part of 
the recurrent costs would be applied across a relatively low number of services.  Under that proposal, 
the cost per service would be high. 

(4) No.  The effect of licensing is that Medicare rebates will be provided for Medicare eligible services 
delivered with a licensed scanner.  Only outpatient services are Medicare eligible, not in-patient 
services. 

(5) The capital cost of establishing an MRI service at Fremantle Hospital has already been addressed in the 
response to question (3).  The cost of installing an MRI scanner for Princess Margaret Hospital for 
Children is likely to be similar to the cost for Fremantle Hospital.  

(6) As indicated in the response to question (3), the operating cost is likely to be around $400 000, plus an 
additional cost for each scan performed. 

 


